
BLACK RIVER AREA OF CONCERN 
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016      2:00 PM 
Amherst Beaver Creek Reservation 

Lorain County Metro Parks 
913 N. Lake St., Amherst, Ohio 

 
 

 Attendance 

Bryan Goldthorpe Lorain County Metro Parks 

Jill Lis Lorain County General Health District (LCGHD) 

Stephanie Lesco LCGHD 

Steve Holland ODNR 

Matt Nahorn Citizen representing Beaver Creek Watershed 

Kate Golden City of Lorain 

Chip Wendt Coldwater Consulting 

Mark Kuzak BRCCC 

Don Romancak Lorain County Community Development 

Kristen Isom EPA Great Lakes National Program Office (GLNPO) 

John Sabo LCGHD 

Lyn Ickes Lorain County 

Derek Feurestein City of Lorain 

Pam Davis Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 

Christen Brandon Lorain County 

Kristen Risch Coldwater Consulting 

Ted Conlin Ohio EPA 

Robb Koscho LoCo ‘Yaks 

Stephanee Moore Koscho LoCo ‘Yaks 

 

 Meeting called to order by Don Romancak at 2:10pm. 
 

 Approval of Meeting Minutes 7/13/2016 
o Stephanee Moore Koscho noted an email from Steve Holland regarding the incorrect 

year on the previous meeting’s minutes. The edit has been made. 
o Motion to accept minutes with edit by Jill Lis; second by Bryan Goldthorpe. 
o All in favor; minutes approved with edit. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

                  
Black River Area of Concern Advisory Committee 

Facilitating Organization: LoCo ‘Yaks 
Mailing Address: 331 Missouri Ave., Lorain, OH 

(419) 239-3779 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiUvPTuqojQAhUQ5WMKHc7XDi0QFggdMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noaca.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNE53IXHDQDYvM0eidDsQi94ieNcSg&sig2=8vahkQoSa3ZiYlEFvRUjZA&bvm=bv.137132246,d.cGw


 Fiscal Report -- 2017 Ohio EPA Support Grant 
o LoCo ‘Yaks reviewed details of support grant in the amount of $23,755. Discussed hold-

up and denial of Black River App for smartphones. Ted Conlin was asked if he knew why 
it was denied; no details at this time. 

o Steve Holland discussed Public Access & Stewardship Apps for Cuyahoga County. May 
be something we can look to for inspiration for future funding of Black River App. 

o Final approved grant details will be added to minutes and attached to website. 
 

 Lower Black River Restoration Grant Project Updates 
o Kate Golden – $15 million project has been revised with new scope; new agreement has 

been signed. 
 Installation of seep water facility will begin Nov. 7. 
 Lorain Sail & Yacht Club fish shelves project is underway with KS Associates. 
 Next phase: Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) 

o Ted Conlin – Committee needs to write another GLNPO community action letter. Kate 
Golden is revising for updated accuracy. She will forward to LoCo ‘Yaks, who will 
distribute among the AOC committee for review. 

o Lyn Ickes – Phase 2 & 3 spraying is complete. Covered over 60+ acres of phragmites and 
narrow-leaved cattail. Needing less employees and covering less acreage due to 
progress completed. Season is almost done, waiting for first frost. 

o Kate Golden – In a meeting with the Lorain County Stormwater Management District, 
they commented on the Lyn’s great presentations and hard work. 

o Don Romancak – Contract has been signed for work to begin at Willow Creek/ Eaton 
Township Park. Two lowest bidders did not complete packet correctly. Finally ready to 
begin, hoping to move dirt within the week. Leftover money for construction 
management. BRCCC will be planting live stakes when the time comes. Restoration will 
provide water quality improvements and storm water detention. 

o Jill Lis -- $10,000 went to the Lorain County Farm Bureau for runoff study. Money came 
in early so they are still determining plan of action. Farm in Wellington is working on 
samples. Follow-up scheduled for 10/27 following rain. This may help establish project 
lead, goal, etc.  

 Kristen Risch knows of a similar project out of the county. She will forward 
information to Jill for assistance.  

 Jill also visited a farm in Seneca County that is studying captured runoff. 
o Don Romancak – Clinton Ave. ditch surveying began this week. Funded in part by the 

319 Grant. $295,000 to start. Final completed project will be closer to $1 million. 
Restoration will provide water quality improvements and storm water detention. 
 

 Central Lake Erie Basin Collaborative Meeting update – Christen Brandon 
o Several counties are working together with a grant from the Gund Foundation with 319 

Grant money; 1:1 match. Counties working together for support, better prices/ bids. 
High priority jobs will go out for bid. CLEB Collaborative Group is currently accepting 
project applications for consideration. 
 

 Official “Seating” of Committee Members, Voting Members, etc. 
o BRAOCAC is approximately 90% government representatives. Goal established in bylaws 

is five government, five business, five private citizens; with a minimum of 3 each. AOC 



committee needs to reach out and engage more members. Important to increase/ 
maintain membership. Need official designees for those who cannot attend. 

 Ted Conlin stresses need to approve Guidance Document now that the new 
Facilitating Organization has been established. 

 Current Voting Members: 

Government:  

Lorain County Don Romancak 

City of Lorain Derek Feurestein / Kate Golden 

Lorain County General Health District Jill Lis 

Lorain County Metro Parks Bryan Goldthorpe 

  

Business:  

David Schmidt US Steel 

  

Private Citizens:  

Matt Nahorn Beaver Creek Watershed 

  

 Voting members must designate proxy when unable to attend/ vote. 
o Kate Golden is working on official acceptance letter, noting that ‘we reserve the right to 

develop new targets as needed.’ 
o Motion to officially seat the voting members [listed in the table above] by Derek 

Feurestein; second by Kate Golden. 
o All in favor; motion approved. 

 

 New Logo – update from RAP 
o Logo contest suggested by Stephanie Lesco, with concern that students understand 

AOC. 
o Kate Golden suggests HS, JVS, college design students. 
o Christen Brandon suggests Kayak-A-Thon logo, or similar. 
o LoCo ‘Yaks will reach out to LCCC and Oberlin College. 
o Bryan Goldthorpe will contact JVS design class. 

 

 Old Business 
o Two BUI removals are complete. No public announcement yet. 

 Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption 
 Eutrophication or Undesirable Algae 
 Letter attached to minutes. 

o Kristen Isom took a moment to Thank the BRAOCAC for dedication; congratulations on 
BUI removals. 

o Ted Conlin gave updates on other BUIs. 
 Largest concerns: 

 Fish toxicity issue at French Creek. Tumors & deformities have increased 
to 10-12%. 

 Excessive warning days at Lake Erie beaches – Lakeview Park had 
decrease in advisory days with dog but program was terminated. Money 
may be available if City of Lorain wants to continue using one. Beach/ 



bird study recommended as bacteria may be coming from beach rather 
than outfalls. 
 

 New Business 
o Need to adopt Guidance Document was revisited. 

 Motion to adopt, pending letter with understanding that current seating goals 
are not met, by Kate Golden; second by Bryan Goldthorpe.  

 “BRAOCAC reserves the right to change seated positions based upon new 
information and studies as available.”  

o As long as the minimum of three from each government, 
business, private citizens is achieved. 

 All in favor; motion approved 
o Upcoming Events/ Opportunities 

 Coastal Management Assistance Grants from ODNR 

 1:1 match covers many categories.  

 Workshop Nov. 1st  

 Pre-proposals need to be submitted by Nov. 28. Money will be awarded 
by July 1st 

 Informational sheet attached to minutes. 
 Western Reserve Land Conservancy – Watershed Mini Grant Program 

 Applications accepted May - July. Awards announced in August. Awards 
luncheon and workshop in October. 

 [During meeting, Stephanee was incorrect with deadlines for this grant 
program.] 

 Information will be available at: 
http://www.wrlandconservancy.org/articles/2016/05/16/watershed-
mini-grant-program-2016/ 

o Short discussion on “Will the Black River ever be de-listed?” 
 Management actions need to be completed on $15 mil project. 
 Black River is no worse in our journey to de-list than any other similar area/ 

timeframe. 
 

 Announcements 
o Now accepting BRCU’17 volunteers as Stephanee may not be at this year’s event. The 

planning for the May 7 & 8, 2017 event begins in January. 
 

 Adjourn 
o Motion to adjourn by Derek Feuerstein; second by Kate Golden. 
o All in favor; motion carries. 
o Meeting adjourned at 3:38pm. 

http://www.wrlandconservancy.org/articles/2016/05/16/watershed-mini-grant-program-2016/
http://www.wrlandconservancy.org/articles/2016/05/16/watershed-mini-grant-program-2016/



































